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Report of the Secretary General

(16 August 2014 – 28 February 2015)

1
Introduction

This report will retain previous categories, differentiating between those activities which are procedural and those which are operational. It covers a period of six months.

2
Initiatives

In the pursuit of the advocacy of the Federation and reflecting the aims stated in the FIPLV Statutes, I would like to highlight the following:

2.1
Membership

Retaining and increasing FIPLV membership remains a priority. This has led to strategic meetings with leaders of current and former members while exploring the existence of other national multilingual or international unilingual associations. For this, I have met or corresponded with colleagues in Iran, New Zealand, Taiwan and Turkey to explore the possibility of forming FIPLV Regions or national multilingual associations, negotiating with them where they exist, or both. At the same time, we are working on the potential and/or formation of associations to represent other significant languages of the world, such as Chinese and Turkish. This is time-consuming and doesn’t always eventuate in an association being formed or joining FIPLV. 

2.2
FIPLV International Award

Most recipients of recent Awards have had their presentations. There remains one recipient of 2008 yet to receive her presentation, but planning is underway. The criteria and call for nominations will be prepared for the FIPLV International Award of 2015 after our meetings. 

2.3
Linguapax

Activities continue at a more modest level. These include the Linguapax Advisory Board, the International Linguapax Network and the Linguapax Award. The recipient of the 2015 Linguapax Award was Xavier Elbo, based in Bolivia.

2.4
Australia/France School Exchange

At the initiative of Laure Peskine (APLV), a school exchange was established between the Lycée Jean Racine in Paris and Mater Christi College in Melbourne. Jean-Luc Breton continues to be the contact in Paris, while I have represented my school. Following a visit by sixteen of my students (to his class of première) during my school’s trip to France in 2013, individual student exchanges have been established. One of my students has stayed in Paris and attended the Lycée Jean Racine, while two from Paris will be hosted by families in Melbourne in June. Other Facebook exchanges and friendships have formed. My school also hosted a group of nine students from the Institution Sainte Marie in Toulon in 2014, which led to my visiting the school in September last year to meet the principal and trip organiser from the school. Exchanges and visits are anticipated in the future.

3
Operational Matters

My attention to procedural tasks has included the following:

3.1
Internal Operations

I have updated key FIPLV documents – the Statutes, Profile, Rationale and the Mission Statement, where required – annually and will do the same after our virtual meetings. 

3.1.1
FIPLV Files

The re-establishment of the FIPLV files continues.

3.1.2
Communication

Significant correspondence has included items to or with:

•
all member associations and FIPLV Regions

•
FIPLV Executive and World Council

•
international unilingual associations (especially IDV and LATEUM) 

•
national multilingual associations (especially ACTFL, AFMLTA, ALL, ANILS, APLV, EVOL, GMF, KMF, LTAL, MAG, MANYE, NZALT, PTN and SUKOL)

3.2
External Operations

Involvement with UNESCO and related organisations as the FIPLV representative included:

•
the distribution of Education in a Multilingual World

•
collaboration with members of the Linguapax Institute (in Barcelona) and the International Linguapax Network

In the meantime, FIPLV continues to enjoy consultative partnership status with UNESCO. Meetings and significant correspondence have included:

3.2.1
UNESCO


•
Anna Maria Majlöf, (and other officers of UNESCO) (29 September) 

•
experts in the field of languages internationally, who could and did provide input to mutual projects, conferences and other activities

3.2.2
Other Associations

•
TermNet for ongoing collaboration in the context of accords for cooperation

3.2.3
Other

•
associations or organisations in China, Germany, Iran and Turkey re membership of FIPLV

•
participants of the conferences which I have attended

3.2.4
Submissions

I have prepared no submissions for funding of projects since the last meeting.

4
Procedural Matters

Apart from some mundane tasks, there was the planning and follow-up of meetings as well as work on publications.
4.1
Communication

Communication among all members of the Executive, World Council and member associations has been frequent. The triannual revision of the Timeline of FIPLV Activities 2015-2017 and the Approved List of FIPLV Member Associations has been undertaken. Both will be updated again after the meetings. 

4.2
Correspondence

Regular emails to the FIPLV Executive continue. The volume of email correspondence has stabilised. The following reveals the trend, for example, of only emails received and sent: 2012 - 1905 & 889; 2013: 1709 & 747; 2014: 1815 & 680. In 2015 (to 28 February), 377 have been received and 157 sent. 

4.3
Meetings

Since the last report, we have held the required meetings of the FIPLV Executive and World Council. These were virtual and asynchronous during the week of 1-7 September. Unconfirmed and confirmed minutes were prepared and distributed. The agendas for the Executive, World Council and World Assembly meetings to take place in Niagara Falls at the end of March were prepared and circulated.

4.4
Call for Nominations

The offices of the FIPLV Executive and World Council fall vacant at the end of 2015. To prepare for the next triennium (2016-2018) the call for nominations was distributed on schedule. The following nominations were received by the deadline: Judith Richters (VLLT) for Vice President; and Maritta Riekki (SUKOL) & Sylvia Velikova (BETA) for Treasurer General. Late nominations were received for: Paolo Balboni (ANILS) for President (or Vice President); Terry Lamb nominated by IDV for Secretary General; and Csilla Sardi (MANYE) for Editor of Publications. Cecilia Odé (MAPRYAL) and Geraldo de Carvalho (IDV) were identified to represent their federations on the World Council.

4.5
Tasks

The list was progressively updated and previously completed action deleted. Most tasks allocated to me at previous meetings were carried out.

5
Representation

I have not had the honour to represent FIPLV formally at conferences or other events since the last report. Invitations for future events include:

•
presentation at CASLT Annual Conference/FIPLV 2015, Niagara Falls (Canada), 26-28 March 2015

•
(plenary) paper at the LATEUM Biennial Conference, Moscow (Russian Federation), 1-2 October 2015 

In the meantime, I have tried to meet with representatives of other associations, Government, and other organisations whenever the opportunity has arisen. Details are contained in previous reports and the list of Association Representation (Appendix 1) for 2014, which is available upon request. Noteworthy encounters during the last six months include:

•
Budapest (Hungary): Katalin Vincze (Semmelweiss Uni)

•
Freiburg (Germany): Eynar Leupold

•
Grenoble (France): John Evans

•
Melbourne (Australia): Linnea Donnelly, Jackie Love (MLTAV); Marcel Noest (MLTAQ); Sylvia Gelman 

•
Munich (Germany): Leonora Fröhlich-Ward

•
Paris (France): Laure Peskine (APLV); Anna Maria Majlöf (UNESCO); Jean-Luc Breton (Lycée Jean Racine)

•
Torquay (Australia): Michael Wiley (international school in China)

•
Toulon (France): Jacques Bouteille (Principal) & William Mathon (Teacher) of Institution Sainte Marie

•
Vienna (Austria): Andrea Burziwal

6
Publications

In the last six months, I am unaware of any articles or texts having appeared (apart from reports of conferences).

I was again invited to be on the Scientific Council/Editorial Board of the publication of the LTAL International Conference in Lithuania in 2014 and may be involved again this year. Other articles, submitted for publication or in the pipeline, include:

•
“Generating Change in the Classroom”, keynote paper at ISLPR Global, to be published in the Proceedings (which I may co-edit)

•
Tribute to Francisco Gomes de Matos

•
“Linguistic Dominance and Decline: A Challenge for an International Federation”. Plenary presentation at the 7th Annual Conference of QUEST Romania – Constanta (Romania), December 2007

7
Conclusion

Gratitude is again expressed to fellow members of the FIPLV Executive and World Council, national multilingual and international unilingual member associations for their valuable input, necessary for making a challenging role more feasible. I look forward to continued, outstanding work of members of the Executive and the World Council. 

Denis Cunningham

Secretary General, FIPLV
28 February 2015







